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ELECTION OF PRESIDENT BUCHANAN. 81 



HOW JAMES BUCHANAN WAS MADE PRESI- 
DENT, AND BY WHOM. 



The Kansas-Nebraska Bill. 



Reminiscences of John A. Parker, of Virginia. 



Introduction. 

The document printed below was found among the private 
papers of the late Col. John A. Parker of Virginia. For ac- 
cess to these papers, for permission to publish the one here 
presented, and for the facts of Col. Parker's life here men- 
tioned, I am indebted to the kindness of Col. Parker's only 
surviving daughter, Mrs. R. E. Wynne. 

Col. Parker was born in Westmoreland County, Virginia. 
20th February, 1804. For nearly forty years he was officially 
connected with the Federal Government. He appears to have 
had unusual opportunities for obtaining information relating 
to certain important phases of ante helium politics. 

In his unpublished "Autobiography," Col. Parker says: 

"In a life, long, eventful, and troubled, it was my good 
fortune to become personally acquainted, with very many dis- 
tinguished men, occupying the highest offices in the country. 
I will mention a few, viz, Genl. Jackson, Mr. Van Buren, 
James K. Polk, James Buchanan, and last but equally distin- 
guished, Thomas Ritchie. I think I may add Jefferson Davis. 
With the first three, I was personally well acquainted; and 
towards Mr. Buchanan, I had confidential relations from 184/ 
to the day of his death, with a short interval when he changed 
his 'Kansas Policy', and which, / told him at his own table, 
would hasten the disruption which the 'signs' so plainly indi- 
cated. This was in 1858... " l 

In 1835 Col. Parker was sent by President Jackson tfl 

1,1 Autobiography of John A. Parker, so far only, as his public life is 
concerned. Written at the request of friends; and among them, that 
Reverend John Goode [?]. Not written to be published during my life, 
if ever."— Parker MSS. 
« 
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Texas on a secret mission connected with the independence of 
that country. In 185 1 he was Librarian of the House of Rep- 
resentatives of the United States. 2 

After the passage of the Kansas-Nebraska Bill in 1854 the 
Virginia delegation in Congress urged the appointment of 
Col. Parker as Governor of the Territory of Kansas. 8 

In 1855 Col. Parker was Secretary of the Judiciary Com- 
mittee of the House which then had charge of the investiga- 

2 Col. Parker was removed from the office of Librarian, 6 Dec. 1853, 
by John W. Forney, Clerk of the House, in whom the appointment of 
Librarian was then vested. The removal seems to have occasioned 
considerable agitation among the Virginia Congressional delegation. 
An unsucessful attempt was made to take from the Clerk the power 
of appointment, and to have the Librarian appointed by the House. The 
proposition was defeated by only four votes. See the Richmond En- 
quirer, December 9, 16, and 20, 1853. Also the Congressional Globe, 
33d Congress, 1st Session, Vol. 28, pt. I., pp. 22, 34, 35, 40. 

8" As soon as that Bill passed, the Southern members in Con- 
gress, desired President Pierce, to appoint to office Southern men, in 
'Kansas', and Northern men in Nebraska. It was thought slavery might 
be established in Kansas, but would not be, in Nebraska. While this 
policy was being urged on the President, the Virginia Delegation, in 
Congress, and a portion of the delegations from other Southern States, 
without consulting me, presented to the President, a written request 
that he should appoint me Governor of 'Kansas'. (This, was supple- 
mented by an appeal made, by Mr. Ritchie, then, on his death-bed; 
and he sent for the President, and requested him, to call on him. The 
President kindly did so and he made the appeal. Three days after, he 
died.) 

"The President, held, this 'Policy' under advisement, for some time, 
and was inclined, as were the several members of his Cabinet, to adopt 
it. But, unfortunately, for him, and perhaps, for the peace of the 
country, he had given his confidence to [two words here illegi- 
ble] John W. Forney, who had gained an influence over him, greater 
than that of any member of his Cabinet, and it was this, which caused 
the President to adopt the policy he did, viz., of sending Northern men 
to 'Kansas', and Southern men to 'Nebraska'. Forney succeeded in 
having the notorious 'Reeder* appointed 'Governor', one of the worst 
possible appointments he could have made. He, Reeder, soon plunged 
the teritory into trouble and turmoil, bloodshed and anarchy, which 
continued for years, and came very near causing civil war in the 
U. S., and which did hasten it in 1861...." Parker MSS. 
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tion of certain frauds consummated by one Gardiner and 
others under the Mexican treaty. 

In 1856 Parker was appointed Register of the Land Office 
of Nebraska. The cause of his resignation is alluded to in 
the document printed below. In i860 Parker was appointed 
Consul at Honolulu. From this post, he was, at his own re- 
quest, released in 1862. 

About this time Col. Parker and Mr. Thomas Green, a son- 
in-law of Thomas Ritchie, were appointed agents for the State 
of Virginia to procure a settlement from the Federal Gov- 
ernment for money loaned by the State to the Federal Gov- 
ernment for the purpose of erecting public buildings, and 
also for money loaned in the war of 1812. In the settlement 
of these claims, which were not finally adjusted until after 
his death in 1894, Col. Parker was engaged for several years. 4 

P. O. Ray, 
The Pennsylvania State College. 

Reminiscences of J. A. Parker. 

How James Buchanan, was made President of the U. S; 
and by whom ; Reminiscences; of J. A. Parker, of Va. 

For years and up to 1852 I held Confidential Relations to- 
wards James Buchanan of Penna. At that time, both Sena- 
tors, and every Member of Congress in Va. was opposed to 
him on acct. of his protective tariff Views. There was not a 
single paper in the State advocating his election to the Presi- 
dency. 

It was in Feb'y, 1852, in the City of Washington and at the 
House of Hon. Wm. R. King a Senator from Alabama, 8 a 
few of the confidential friends of Mr. Buchanan met; and a 
campaign for Mr. Buchanan agreed on, in order to carry the 

♦A recent letter from Mrs. Wynne is authority for these last state- 
ments. Mrs. Wynne also states that her father, although over ninety 
years of age at the time of his death, was to the very last a man of most 
remarkable memory. 

•Elected Vice-President on the ticket with Franklin Pierce in 1852 
See "Some Papers of Franklin Pierce" V Edmund Burke to Frank- 
lin Pierce. American Historical Review X, 114. 
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Southern States, and especially Virginia. It was decided to 
press him for the Nomination in Baltimore in May — and prin- 
cipally on the ground, that in his letter of 184/ to the "Har- 
vest Hand" in Penna he was the first Northern man of any 
party, who had taken Strong Ground against the "Wilmot 
Proviso" — a measure very unpopular in the South. His let- 
ter too, was in other respects pro Slavery; These question* 
it was thought — and afterwards proven, would over ride all 
Others, and in the Canvass, the objections to Mr. Buchanan, 
on the Tariff question would be forgiven. [ ?] 

The first movement was to be made in Virginia. There 
was but one prominent man in Virginia, who could be per- 
suaded to Lead — and that man was Henry A. Wise. He was 
the devoted friend of Com. Stockton, and it was supposed, 
wished to see him nominated. He, however, was induced to 
Lead (I will not say hotv, but the secret history is known to 
me, and in Writing). 

The Canvas, resulted in giving the vote of Va. in the Bal- 
timore Convention to Mr Buchanan on 32 ballots. This Vote 
in 1852, was the ground work, of Mr. Buchanan's Nomina- 
tion, (and election) at Cincinnatti in 1856. 

This, was one of the most remarkable, events in the politi- 
cal history of the U. S. — that, of State's being carried, 
against the entire delegation, and without a single paper to 
sustain the candidate — and yet, it is now history. 

As soon as Mr B. was elected, he sent for Wise to visit 
him at 'Wheatland' 6 and offered him a Cabinet appointment; 
This was declined — (He, Wise, then being Gov of Va) — 
He Mr B — then requested Gov Wise to aid him in making 
up his Cabinet, which he did. 

On 24th March 1857 — only 20 days after he was inaugu- 
rated he wrote to me, — his letter is now before me — and 
said — 

"I should now, not be President of the U. S. but for the 
action of Gov. Wise, and yourself in 1852 ;— without Virginia, 
I could not have been nominated, or elected." 



•Near Lancaster, Pa. 
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But, Gov Wise, and myself soon had cause to regret, our 
l»rt, in electing Mr. Buchanan — we soon discovered, he had 
placed his Administration in the hands of the Original 'Nul- 
lifiers' — and we became satisfied his policy would lead to Se- 
cession — We, and the Richmond Enquirer, had for years 
worked against Nullification — the Parent of Secession — in. 
Vain we as his Original friends protested against his policy ; 
we warned him of the inevitable result; In One of his letters, 
(which is preserved) he said: 

"If the personal Liberty Laws of the North, are not re- 
pealed, the South will have a right to secede, and ought to 
secede." 

Soon after this, Mr. Buchanan's, sudden change of his 
'Kansas' policy, satisfied us, he had passed the 'Rubicon' — 
and this led to the Open Breach, between Gov Wise and 
President Buchanan — (but the strange spectacle was ex- 
hibited, of the President of the U. S. waging a Warfare, 
against his Original friends).'' 

'Parker's account of how his own former friendly relations with 
Buchanan were restored is as follows: "....The alienation continued 
until i860. I often visited Washington in 1858 and '59. I did not 
call on the President. In 1860, I received a letter from Genl. Cass, 
Secretary of State, in which he said, 'The President requests me to 
say 'he wishes you to come to Washington, and he wishes to talk 
over matters of the past, the Present and the future; and to dine 
with him on the day you reach Washington.' 

"I did not hasten to Washington ; but, in about ten days I did go— 
and at 12 o'clock on the day, I arrived, I called — it was his custom to 
have the door thrown open at 12 o'clock — to admit all callers — I in- 
tended to afford him, an opportunity to renew, if he thought proper, his 
invitation to dine with him ; As soon as he saw me in the crowd, he 
beckoned me to come to him, and said, 'You must dine with me to-day 
at 4 o'clock".' On my arrival I found only Genl. Cass, and Mr. Cobb, 
Secretary of the Treasury, present. After dinner, the President in- 
vited Genl. Cass, Mr. Cobb, and myself into his private room, where 
we remained until ten. Of course, it is not my intention, nor 
would it be proper for me (I being the only living person) to say 
what was said, or what took place, on that occasion — I can, however, 
properly say, that the past, present, and future matters were very 
freely and fully discussed, respecting public men and measures, and 
especially 'The Impending Crisis' — Our former relations were restored; 
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Within 24 hours after this change, I resigned an important 
office, which had been given me by President Pierce (a) 

[Note in margin.] (a) "Register of the Land Office, Oma- 
ha, N. T." 

The Original "Kansas Nebraska Bill" and President Buch- 
anan's Action, led to Secession, and its awful Consequences. 

"The Kansas- Nebraska" Bill. 

Only two persons are now living who know the Real Au- 
thors of that Bill — its history and purposes. Judge Douglas, 
was the reputed Author — and its patron, and the American 
people, even now, think he was the Author; I know he was 
not, — and / knozv how and why he became its active patron. 

The true history of that Bill, is written, it has never, yet 
been published, but may be fccfore I die — or afterwards, and 
also these sketches, which will be found among my papers, 
with my correspondence, to sustain, and fully Verify, every 
statement I have made. * * * [Marginal note omitted.] 

[Marginal note to the note omitted:] (a) Many of the 
facts, * * * are known to President Davis — He was Sec'y 
of War, at the time the "Kansas -Nebraska Bill passed, and 
may recollect some conferences, he held, with Judge Caskie, 8 
and me. 

In after Times — I wish my own action to be made known 

to such as may feel any interest in it. 

John A. Parker. 

Tappahannock, Va., 28th March 1877. 

Upon the back of this document are the following endorse- 
ments : 

[In Parker's handwriting:] 

Sketches, &c, Buchanan and His Administration, 

The Kansas-Nebraska Bill — From personal knowledge 

Bv John A. Parker, of Va. 



and I allude now to the incident, to show how we again came 'to 

smoke the calumet' " Parker MSS. 

oProbably John S. Caskie, Representative from Virginia from 1831 
to 1859, and member of the Judiciary Committee. Died, 1869. 
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JS? 3 Please return this to J. A. Parker Tappk, Va. 

Read & returned as requested above. 

Jefferson Davis. 
22d Oct. 1883. 



John A. Parker Esq.: Much obliged for the opportunity 

of reading the enclosed. 

John Sherman.. . 
Nov 15, '79. 



LETTER FROM JOHN PAUL JONES 1 TO JOSEPH 

HEWES, May 19, 1776. 



[The original of the following letter, which is referred to 
in Sherburne's Paul Jones (p. 14, &c), but, it is believed, 
never printed in full, is included in the very valuable collection 
of MSS. now preserved in the former home of Governor John- 
ston, at Edenton, N. C. We are indebted to Mrs. John G. 
Wood, of Edenton, and Judge W. J. Leake, of Richmond, for 
the copy -used. 

Paul Jones had just returned from the cruise to the Baha- 
mas, in which he served as first lieutenant of the Alfred. On 

'It is worth noting that, while there is no doubt that John Paul 
Jones lived for a time at Fredericksburg, Spotsylvania county, Virginia, 
his name never appears in the records of the town or county. By 
deed dated Aug. 16, 1770, Thos. Blanton and wife sold to William 
Paul, for £120 currency, lot 258 in the town of Fredericksburg. The 
will of Wm. Paul was dated March 22, 1772, and proved in Spotsyl- 
vania Dec. 16, 1774. He left his whole estate, which consisted chiefly 
of his house and lot, to his sister, Mary Young, and her eldest chil- 
dren, in Abigton, in the parish of Kirthbeen, in the Stewarty of Galla- 
say, North Britain. He appointed Wm. Templeman and Isaac Heslup 
executors ; but, they refusing, John Atkinson, who had been one of the 
witnesses to the will, was appointed. The house owned by Wm. Paul 
is believed still to be standing on lot 258, but there is on record no 
conveyance of the lot from Paul's representatives. See "John Paul 
Jones as a Citizen of Virginia," this magazine, VII, 286. 



